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Role of the Sailing Yacht Research 
Foundation (SYRF) 

& 
High Performance Rule (HPR) 









Premise: No America’s Cup trickle-down in monohull 
technology since 2007, so SYRF alone can help 
advance the science of performance sailing 
-Academic-style approach: proposals, review, 
approval, research, published results 
-Benefits everyone: designers, rating authorities, 
academics, owners & sailors 



SYRF reaches all 
aspects of 
Big Boat Racing 



Underlying principles in modern 
Big Boat Racing: 

 
-High performance: slow boats are boring 
-High technology: stimulates modern design evolution 
-Use of science & transparency in rating technology 
-Efficiency: strive for best bang-for-the-buck value 
-Wide band-width: should be available to all boat sizes 
-Offshore-capable: structurally sound and safe in all 
 conditions 
 



SYRF-funded initiative to foster growth and 
popularity of a new generation of high-
performance offshore-capable designs 



MC 38 RIOT (Dunning) 
McConaghy Boats China 
Boats in AUS, USA 

Farr 400 ROCK & ROLL 
Premier Composites (Dubai) 
Boats in AUS, NOR, RUS, USA 

Other recent production HPR designs, 
various sizes from numerous designers 
& builders worldwide: 

Carkeek HPR47 
GRUNDOOM 

PCT (Dubai) 
 

(USA, DUB) 

C&C 30 (Mills Design) 
US Watercraft (USA) 
Launch March ‘14 

Carkeek HPR47 
GRUNDOOM 

PCT Dubai 
Boats in DUB, 

USA 



HPR also encourages sponsors, media & youth 
participation through guest rider program 





HPR designs are fast, safe, stable & fun – 
promotes high-quality racing with family and 
friends 







HPR events are growing throughout the US at 
major events in US East & West coasts 













Let’s Make Sailing Easier, More 
Accessible, and More Fun 

 

• Skipper and crew dating service 
• Cell phone tracking and race replay 
• Live time race results as race progresses 
• Seamless regatta entry  
• Sail measurement database online 
• Activities outside the beer tent 








